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FLOWING

The basic skill of note taking, in debate terms is flowing.  Taking notes properly is an essential entry-level skill for all debaters.  In order to answer arguments by your opponents, you must be able to write them down so that you can remember them and respond to them in order.  Likewise, your flow becomes the text in which you use when you speak.  It is the notes from which you speak from.

You must work on improving your flows and you will never be TOO good at it.  More than any other skill besides speaking itself, flowing is important to your debate experience.

Most debaters flow on legal pads (8.5” * 14”) because it allows for more room.  Some debaters buy a ream of white legal size paper and just use that as it is more economical.  Some debaters also use two different color pens to differentiate between affirmative position notes and negatives position notes.

There are 6 speeches and 4 cross examinations in the debate, but you will only need 6 columns.   You can create a space designated for each of the cross-examinations.  Please refer to the sample flow sheet enclosed.  The 6 columns would be: 1AC, 1NC, 2AC, 2NC, NR, AR.  You should flow the entire debate, even after you have been given your speech, so that you can help your team.

As a speech is given, you write down what is being said in the speech’s column.  If, for example, it is a negative argument against the value made in the 1AC, you would flow it on the 1NC Column next to the part of the affirmative’s value it clashes with.  But it is very important not to crowd things together.  If things are all packed together on your flow, it will be hard to refer to it and read from it when you are speaking.  Do not be afraid to use many pages, with a different major point on each page.  Also, when you flow issues just being introduced into the debate, do not try and put them one right under another on your flow….space them out.  Leave open space in the beginning and then it will be there if and when you need it.

People speak more quickly than you write.  Therefore your flow will not contain complete sentences.  Your flow, hopefully, will contain a shorthand of the ideas that your opponents were expressing. One useful way to do that is to use symbols to stand for concepts we commonly encounter in an argumentative situation.
