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CITY’S TOUGHEST SCHOOLS WIN STATE DEBATE CHAMPIONSHIP
NEW YORK – A couple decades ago, most would scoff at the idea that an underserved, inner-city high school would win the state debate championship.  Today, as a result of the urban debate movement, the tide has turned.  Brittney Norman and Tamar Brown, students at Washington Irving High School, just returned from the New York State Forensic League Debate Championship in Albany with the first place team award in novice debate.  “Our team worked so hard for this, and now it’s finally paid off,” said Marian Burnbaum, the debate coach at Washington Irving.  “I am so proud of them, especially for doing the most they can with what they’ve got.”    
Washington Irving participates in the IMPACT Coalition's New York Urban Debate League (NYUDL).  The NYUDL is the IMPACT Coalition’s flagship program, which provides hundreds of New York City public school students the opportunity to participate in one of the most educational extracurricular activities ever imagined.  A recent national education study demonstrates that literacy among debaters increased 25% over that of non-debaters in a single year (Argument for Success 2004).  Other NYUDL competitors claimed top awards at the State Championship.  Norman and Brown competed against another NYUDL team to win the final round of novice debate, the Beacon School’s Kyra Weiss and Ana Bowens.  In the junior varsity division, Washington Irving students Andrew Geathers and Gauisha Plaza reached quarter-finals.  Samuel Corales and Shanice Cherry from Franklin K. Lane, and Jazmin Goodwin and Robert Parsons from Frederick Douglass Academy earned the semi-finalist awards.  In varsity, seniors Mohammad Usman and Rigoberto Borjas of Bronx Law, who have both earned full debate scholarships to attend prestigious private universities in the fall, dominated their division all the way to semi-finals.  NYUDL debaters competed against over 50 teams from wealthy private schools from all over the state.    
The IMPACT Coalition (Improving Mentor Practices and Communication Techniques) is a mentoring and educational development organization that expands opportunities for urban students, schools and organizational partners by providing debate training, literacy assistance, curricula, and mentoring services to develop informed, concerned citizens.  The NYUDL was established in partnership with Emory University and the Open Society Institute (OSI), a private operating and grant- making foundation created by billionaire George Soros.  

IMPACT now works with partners to help students from Miami to Seattle with the founding of ALOUD (Associated Leaders of Urban Debate).  CEO Will Baker commented that students’ success at recent tournaments “is an index of the power of debate to transform lives.  When students have an equal opportunity to compete, they exceed all our expectations and do more to break down barriers in a single weekend than we can do in a year through traditional means.”
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