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CITY’S TOUGHEST SCHOOLS DEBATE THEIR WAY TO THE TOP

NEW YORK – While New York is living through a lengthy winter, the city’s high school debaters are heating things up.   Chris Forbes and Edwar Estrada, both students at Bronx School for Law, Government & Justice, secured one of the coveted spots to qualify for the highly competitive National Forensics League (NFL) national championship, where they will face the top debaters in the country this spring.  If they or the team from Bronx Science are unable to attend, the alternate team of Marlin Gordon and Ashlee Vega, also from Bronx Law, won the right to compete in their stead.

Bronx Law participates in the IMPACT Coalition's New York Urban Debate League (NYUDL).  The NYUDL is the flagship program of the IMPACT Coalition that enables some of the city's most troubled schools to participate in policy debate.  Forbes and Estrada placed ahead of teams from Bronx High School of Science and Stuyvesant High School as well as other NYUDL teams that made it into the second day of competition.  This success makes four consecutive years that the NYUDL has qualified teams for the national championships. The championships, to be held in Salt Lake City, UT will feature over one hundred of the best teams in the nation.  Over fifty schools now house policy debate programs in the city. 

The IMPACT (Improving Mentor Practices and Communication Techniques) Coalition is a nonprofit, career development organization that enhances the educational and career opportunities of urban students through training in debate and workplace dynamics. IMPACT makes competitive debate accessible to students and provides advocacy training to local community-based organizations.  Students who are failed by traditional education (academic under-achievers, ESL students, vocational students and students with discipline problems) are the focus of IMPACT's programming.  IMPACT provides debate support for more than 2300 students across the city and training for teachers and leaders of non-traditional programs in prisons, after-school centers and community-based organizations.  

The academic success of policy debate remains an unrecognized endeavor by the City’s Department of Education.  Teachers put in countless hours in practice after school and at weekend tournaments but often have to fight for compensation.  With recent cuts in school budgets, sympathetic principals are finding it increasingly difficult to pay their teachers per-session hours from within the school budget while teachers serving as yearbook editors or sports coaches, enjoy full support from the Department of Education.   

IMPACT established the NYUDL in 1997 in partnership with Emory University and the Open Society Institute (OSI).   
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IMPACT stands for Improving Mentor Practices and Communication Techniques. 


IMPACT is a 501c3 career development organization holding keys to our success.
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