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NATIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR CIVIC DISCOURSE TO SPONSOR NEWARK MAYORAL DEBATES

The National Campaign for Civic Discourse, a movement spearheaded by the Associated Leaders of Urban Debate (ALOUD, will co-sponsor the Newark Mayoral Debates, to be held on Tuesday, May 2nd from 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm at the Rutgers Newark campus with the Jersey Urban Debate League.  This free event, co-sponsored by the Newark Student Voices Project of the Eagelton Institute at Rutgers-Newark will provide Newark citizens with a unique opportunity to directly address candidates about their vision for the city.  The debate will follow a town hall format, in which all of the questions to the candidates come from members of the audience.  Audience members who arrive by 6:30 pm will be able to submit their written questions to the four candidates, David Blount, Cory Booker, Ronald L. Rice and Nancy Rosenstock.  

In the fall, ALOUD launched the National Campaign for Civic Discourse (NCCD).  Backed by John Sexton, the president of New York University, and Michael Critelli, the CEO of Pitney Bowes, the Campaign aims to bring together organizations, corporations, foundations, and school systems, to engage communities in political discourse through public debates and civic engagement, beginning with our nation’s urban schools.  ALOUD has attracted groups involved in all aspects of youth expression from hip-hop to mediation including a national partnership with the Hip Hop Youth Summit Council.  A recent study noted that 89 % of people between the ages of 15-25 are completely uninvolved in electoral or civic activities. The NCCD reverses this trend by involving more young people in civic activities and engaging communities in effective means of political expression.  

Will Baker, the Executive Director of ALOUD remarked, “This event is exactly why the National Campaign for Civic Discourse is so vital.  For some of these candidates, this is the only debate, they will agree to have and their agreement is based, in large part, on the format and the attention to civility.  Our ability to inject civility into important conversations about public policy adds a necessary dimension.  The Jersey Urban Debate League has been at the forefront of teaching young people the skills they need to articulate ideas and express their views and we are proud to join them as a co-sponsor of this event.  These mayoral debates serve as an opportunity for the candidates to interact with the public about the challenging issues they will face if elected.  Rutgers is the perfect venue as well so we are grateful for the involvement of the Newark Student Voices Project. Young people need to see democracy in action and bring that message back to their community.”

The mayoral debates kick off a month of NCCD activities that will include student-run debates about the Rockefeller drug laws in Brooklyn and an all women’s high school debate tournament about the effects of hip-hop culture on women this Saturday in Manhattan.   

ALOUD’s mission is to promote debate as a vehicle for urban education reform to develop civic participation and healthier communities.  ALOUD brings debate to the general public in order to support the organic growth of debate communities through local leagues, universities, school systems, and debate organizations. The Associated Leader of Urban Debate has been endorsed by organizations including the College Board and partners with debate communities across the country from Miami to Seattle.   
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