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Baker Wins Jacobsohn Award

Becomes 1st African American to do so

Morgantown, WV—As teams from across the country descended on Morgantown, West Virginia to compete for the debate national championships, Baker’s travel arrangements were still not firm. “ If I leave Morgantown on Friday night and take a bus then a train, I can make the urban debate tournament in NY and still get back in time for elimination rounds on Sunday.”   Such a rigorous travel weekend is not unprecedented for Baker who directs the New York University Debate program and also serves as the Chief Executive Officer of the IMPACT Coalition which probably contributed to his receipt of the John Jacobsohn Memorial Award.  

Neil Berch, Director of Debate at West Virginia University and the tournament director for the Junior Varsity Nationals stated, “The John Jacobsohn Memorial Award goes to someone in the debate community who has done significant public service.  The award is named for long-time debate coach and noted educator John Jacobsohn, in honor of his esteemed career at West Virginia University.  John Jacobsohn had a passion for debate, wanted to bring it to as many people as possible, and thought that it could allow civil discourse to replace personal attacks.”  

Baker becomes the 1st African American to receive the Jacobsohn Award since its inception.  “I’m really honored by this award.  It is a tribute to all of the wonderful students who have discovered the transformative effects of debate and to an incredibly hard-working staff.”  Baker’s teams finished 5th in the nation at the tournament.  

“We were pleased to award a 2006 Jacobsohn Award to Will Baker, largely due to his IMPACT coalition work.  Many of the people at this awards ceremony were debating due (directly or indirectly) to Will's work.  His tremendous civility in what can at times be a contentious activity is a credit to him and to all of us”. 

The Improving Mentor Practices and Communication Techniques (IMPACT) Coalition is a mentoring and educational development organization that expands opportunities for urban students, schools and organizational partners by providing debate training, literacy assistance, curricula, and mentoring services to develop informed, concerned citizens. IMPACT advocates debate as a key to success in building healthier communities and tomorrow’s leaders.   
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For more information: Visit www.impactcoalition.org
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IMPACT stands for Improving Mentor Practices and Communication Techniques. 


IMPACT is a 501c3 career development organization holding keys to our success.
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