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New York June 5, 2003.  When Cavett Robert, founder of the National Speakers Association (NSA) 
envisioned an organization where professional speakers could convene to improve their presentations, 
exchange ideas and share experiences, he referred to it as “making a bigger pie.”  Today in the New York 
region the pie is not only larger, it has also become more varied, as the New York Tri-State Speakers 
Association, Inc., a chapter of the NSA, embarks on a partnership with the IMPACT Coalition, a nonprofit 
career development organization that enhances the educational and career opportunities of urban students 
through training in debate and workplace dynamics.  As part of its twentieth anniversary celebration, the 
NY Tri-State Speakers Association announced plans to adopt an urban debate team through IMPACT and 
thus encourage a new generation of public speakers and active citizens in the New York City schools.  
Considered “The Voice of the Speaking Profession,” the NSA nationally is the leading organization for 
experts who speak professionally, reaching audiences as trainers, educators, humorists, consultants, and 
authors.  The NY Tri-State chapter, founded in 1982, holds monthly educational meetings and sponsors an 
annual “Speakers University” for speakers at all levels and an intensive “Fast Track” program for 
professional speakers.  Adopting a debate team is the chapter’s first expansion from platform to 
philanthropy. 
 
The New York Urban Debate League (NYUDL) is IMPACT’s flagship program with forty-five city high 
schools participating in this policy debate initiative.  The NYUDL was established in 1997 in partnership 
with Emory University and the Open Society Institute (OSI), a private operating and grant-making 
foundation created by billionaire George Soros to promote the development of open society around the 
world by encouraging debate as an advocacy tool to strengthen the capacity of marginalized groups.  Most 
of the schools are Title I schools, which means their students deal with high degrees of poverty.  IMPACT 
stands for “Improving Mentor Practices and Communication Techniques,” and the NYUDL is an integral 
part of the IMPACT Coalition’s Campaign for Policy Debate.  In a time of aggressive budget cuts and 
concerns about public education, partnerships like this one are essential for educating city youth.  With 
IMPACT’s proven record of achievement—debate teams from New York City Title I public high schools 
took top honors at the New York State Forensics League Championships this year and an IMPACT-
supported collegiate-level team won the Cross Examination Debate Association national competition—the 
partnership with the New York Tri-State Speakers Association is a natural fit.  IMPACT’s adopt-a-debate 
team program allows individuals, businesses, professional associations and community groups to sponsor 
high school and college debate teams in New York City. 
 
By making competitive debate accessible to all students, the Campaign ensures the growth of a network of urban 
leaders with strong advocacy skills.  The IMPACT Coalition also works actively with college debate teams in the New
York area and has enjoyed great success in national competitions—beating schools with larger budgets and 
institutionalized teams.  IMPACT’s college collaboration model displays dual benefits of outreach and competitive 
success.  New York Tri-State Association co-president Juan Negroni said, “Good citizenship depends on effective 
public speaking.  The New York Tri-State Speakers Association is delighted to adopt a UDL debate team.” 
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IMPACT stands for Improving Mentor Practices and Communication Techniques.  

IMPACT is a 501c3 career development organization holding keys to our success. 


