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ALOUD EXEC APPLAUDS ACT STUDY

Calls for National Campaign for Civic Discourse

“We’re very excited by this news.  This national study supports years of anecdotal data in our communities,” says Will Baker, Executive Director of the Associated Leaders of Urban Debate (ALOUD).  The study, produced by ACT, the nonprofit company that publishes one of the two tests required for college entrance, revealed that the number one skill teens needed for college is the ability to handle complex reading.  Complex reading is characterized by an elaborate organization where the messages are often implicit rather than overt. The interaction between ideas or characters may be subtle instead of obvious. Most of all, the vocabulary is demanding and intricate, notes an Associated Press article about the findings.

The findings were particularly encouraging to those involved in academic debate at the high school and intercollegiate levels.   “Our students read philosophy from Foucault, legislative reports from the Congress and extended commentaries from foreign policy magazines just to prepare for debate competitions each weekend,” Baker continued,  “Classroom teachers nationwide are beginning to use debate to invigorate curricula.   The essence of what these students do in both settings is complex reading, yet many parents do not know the benefits of participating in debate.  Debate remains one of the best kept secrets for education reform.  We need to have our children debating in every classroom whether the subject is English, Math or science.  The time is now for a National Campaign for Civic Discourse where our students learn how to engage complex material and each other without violence.”  
Of the 1.2 million high school seniors who took the ACT in 2005, only 51 percent scored high enough to show they were ready to handle first year college-level reading requirements. And, this is a concern not only to colleges, but also to employers.  The time to learn it is in high school, and alarmingly, most states do not require complex reading comprehension instruction at the high school level nor do they have any standards for high school reading achievement.  These aren't easy solutions, but the ACT insists that high school reading standards must be revised in core subjects, and struggling readers need to get help earlier in their education. Also, more teachers need to be trained in how to teach reading within their subject matter. That is, a chemistry teacher must also learn to teach reading as it relates to science.

According to ALOUD, the answer is the introduction of debate into every classroom.  “Debate has a dramatic effect on a student’s reading ability and critical thinking skills,” concludes Baker,  “Corporations need to get behind this movement to insure America’s workforce can keep pace.”  

The Associated Leaders of Urban Debate fosters educational partnerships for urban students through training in academic debate.  ALOUD promotes debate as a vehicle for urban education reform to develop civic participation and healthier communities.   

For more information, visit www.debateleaders.org. 
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